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SUMMARY 

Tight  supplies  and  high  prices  continue  to 
characterize  the  vegetable  situation.  Potential 
production  of  13  major  vegetable  crops  for  fresh 
market  use  this  winter  quarter  is  down  4  percent, 
based  on  historical  average  yields.  Sharply  reduced 
winter  tomato  and  sweet  corn  acreages  in  Florida 
account  for  much  of  the  decline,  even  though 
increased  winter  tonnages  are  forecast  for  cabbage 
and  celery.  Prices  for  the  first  quarter  of  1973  are 
likely  to  average  moderately  higher  than  a  year 
earlier. 

The  combined  supply  of  important  processed 
vegetables,  excluding  concentrated  tomato  products, 
may  total  a  little  less  than  the  moderate  supply  of  a 
year  earlier,  while  movement  is  running  at  or  near 
record  levels.  The  supply  of  canned  vegetables, 
excluding  concentrated  tomato  products,  is  down 
slightly;  there  is  a  small  gain  in  frozen  vegetable 
supplies.  Both  canned  and  frozen  vegetable  dis- 
appearance for  1971/72  increased,  even  though 
supplies  were  probably  no  larger.  Disappearance  in 
1972/73  will  likely  again  be  heavy,  but  will  be 
pinched  a  little  by  restricted  supplies.  Prices  have 
been  steady  to  stronger,  and  further  rises  will  be 
subject  to  Phase  III  scrutiny. 

Stocks  of  fresh  potatoes  are  the  smallest  in  4 
seasons  and-  an  eighth  smaller  than  the  burdensome 
quantity  a  year  earlier.  Supplies  are  lightest  in  the 
East  and  Central  States.  Russets  from  the  West  are  in 
only  slightly  smaller  supply  than  in  early  1972. 
Disappearance  of  the  reduced  fall  crop  has  been 
heavy  and  only  slightly  less  than  in  the  previous 
year.  Grower  prices  in  the  3  major  regions  have  been 
running  more  than  a  third  higher  than  last  year,  and 
may  remain  relatively  high  the  balance  of  the  storage 
season.  Stocks  of  frozen  potato  products,  while 
moderately  larger  than  a  year  ago,  are  not  con- 
sidered burdensome,  and  prices  are  holding  firm  as 
demand  remains  strong. 

The  sweetpotato  industry  is  experiencing  one  of  its 
most  active  seasons  of  recent  years.  Despite  heavier 
production  in  1972,  following  declines  for  several  pre- 
ceding years,  fresh  market  prices  are  holding  close  to 
or  above  a  year  earlier.  Last  fall,  processors  were 
aggressively  bidding  for  raw  product  to  meet  an 
active  trade  demand  for  canned  sweets. 
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Dry  bean  prices  have  held  up  well  despite  the  larger 
1972  crop.  Export  demand  has  been  active  and  the 
carryover  of  old-crop  beans  was  small.  The  increased 
white  bean   production  has  been  finding  ready 


markets  in  several  European  countries.  With  export 
demand  expected  to  hold  fairly  strong,  bean  prices 
should  be  generally  well  maintained  and  may  risel 
some  between  now  and  mid- 1973. 


RECENT  DEVELOPMENTS  AND  OUTLOOK 


FRESH  VEGETABLES 

Fresh  market  vegetable  acreage  of  13  crops  for 
harvest  in  the  winter  quarter  is  3  percent  less  than  a 
year  earlier.  The  potential  production  down  4  percent. 
This  harvest  estimate  assumes  average  yields  per 
acre,  and  is  not  the  result  of  a  production  survey. 
Sharply  reduced  Florida  winter  tomato  and  sweet 
corn  acreages  account  for  a  large  share  of  the  decline. 
There  are  smaller  plantings  of  broccoli  and  snap 
beans.  But  cabbage,  carrot,  celery,  and  lettuce 
acreages  are  larger  this  season.  Lettuce  production, 
nevertheless,  may  not  be  as  great  as  a  year  ago 
because  yields  are  likely  to  be  less  than  1972. 
California's  unusually  cold  weather  in  mid-Uecember 
spilled  into  winter  coastal  vegetable  areas,  ruining 
the  artichoke  crop  and  severely  damaging  cauli- 
flower and  broccoli.  Southern  California's  lettuce 
harvest  was  reduced  as  cold  weather  held  back 
growth  and  hurt  quality  to  some  extent.  Cold  weather 
the  second  week  of  January  temporarily  reduced 
Florida  winter  vegetable  tonnage.  The  normal  pace  of 
harvest  activity  has  resumed  there. 

U.S.  vegetable  prices  received  by  growers  have 
moved  irregularly  since  November,  and  prices  in  the 
first  quarter  of  1973  will  partly  reflect  weather  condi- 
tions. Prices  are  likely  to  average  moderately  higher 
than  a  year  earlier. 

Prospects  for  Leading  Items 

Lettuce  -  Although  winter  lettuce  acreage  is 
slightly  larger,  yields  may  average  a  little  below  a 
year  earlier  because  of  weather,  and  winter  supplies 
probably  will  be  dowm  moderately.  Like  last  season, 
cold  weather  slowed  growth  and  curtailed  harvest 
activity  in  Arizona  and  California.  This  time  the 
adverse  weather  came  in  December,  rather  than  late 
November.  However,  shipping  activity  increased  in 
the  Imperial  Valley  after  mid-January.  Volume 
shipping  is  again  later  than  usual  from  that  area. 


Shipments  from  South  Texas  peaked  in  J  anuary,  too, 
but  supplies  will  still  be  moving  through  March.  The 
Yuma  area  of  Arizona  has  been  plagued  with  cold 
weather,  reducing  the  level  of  harvest  activity.  The 
cold  weather  has  caused  a  wide  range  of  quality  and 
size  in  the  West,  and  the  percentage  of  cartons  with  30 
heads,  instead  of  24,  is  larger  than  usual.  Combined 
supplies  of  lettuce  and  esscarole  coming  from  Florida 
probably  will  be  moderately  larger  than  a  year 
earlier. 

Lettuce  prices  have  responded  to  weather 
conditions,  moving  irregularly  but  within  customary 
ranges  from  month  to  month.  December  shipping 
point  prices  were  moderate,  and  after  mid-month, 
prices  moved  above  $4  per  carton  for  the  better 
quality  heads.  Warmer  weather  in  the  Imperial 
Valley  brought  f.o.b.  prices  below  the  $4  figure. 

Cabbage  -  Nearly  all  the  increase  in  winter 
cabbage  acreage  is  in  Texas  this  year,  and  if  yields 
are  average,  supplies  could  be  substantially  larger 
than  in  the  2  prior  seasons.  However,  cool  weather 
has  curtailed  harvest  activity  to  some  extent  in  both 
Texas  and  Florida,  the  current  major  supply  sources. 
With  warmer  growing  weather,  increased  shipping 
activity  is  expected.  Prices  in  mid- J  anuary  were 
moderately  above  a  year  earlier,  but  could  come  under 
pressure. 

Upstate  New  York  cabbage  stocks  of  350,000 
hundredweight  on  January  1  were  the  lowest  of 
recent  record,  and  a  third  less  than  the  modest  supply 
a  year  earlier.  Stocks  amounted  to  one-eighth  of  the 
small  early  fall  crop  of  1972.  A  substantial  share  of 
New  York  early  fall  cabbage  usually  goes  for 
sauerkraut.  Kraut  packers  had  to  bid  for  supplies 
from  a  sharply  reduced  crop  in  that  State. 

Carrots  -  The  prospective  winter  carrot  acreage  for 
harvest  is  slightly  larger  than  a  year  earlier,  but 
average  yields  would  place  production  a  little  below. 
Early  planted  fields  in  Texas  had  poor  stands 


Acreage  and  production  information  for  fresh  vegetables  included  in  this  report  now  reflects  the 
modified  program  of  estimates  announced  by  the  Statistical  Reporting  Service  on  December  11, 1972. 
This  includes  the  shift  to  quarterly  acreage  and  production  reports  for  most  fresh  market  vegetable 
crops;  winter — January,  February,  March;  spring — April,  May,  June;  summer — July,  August, 
September;  fall — October,  November,  December.  An  estimate  of  acreage  for  harvest  will  be  issued  for 
most  fresh  market  vegetable  crops  at  the  beginning  of  each  quarter.  An  estimate  of  acreage  harvested 
and  production  of  each  crop  for  each  quarterly  seasonal  group  will  be  issued  following  harvest. 
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because  of  excessive  heat  during  early  stages  of 
growth.  California  volume  is  expected  to  increase 
gradually  and  peak  during  March.  Cool  weather 
there  was  not  as  damaging  to  the  crop  as  it  was  last 
winter.  Prices  have  been  mixed  compared  with  a  year 
earlier.  California  carrots  have  cost  less  while  Texas 
prices  have  been  slightly  higher.  As  supplies  increase 
seasonally,  some  decline  is  likely  for  both  areas. 

Celery  -  Winter  quarter  celery  acreage  is  slightly 
larger  than  last  year.  Florida  plantings  have  been 
made  at  a  normal  pace,  steady  through  October  then 
tapering  off  in  November. 

California  supplies  should  remain  fairly  constant 
until  April  when  increased  volume  is  expected. 
Weekly  shipments  since  Thanksgiving,  have  been 
running  ahead  of  a  year  earlier  and  prices  have  been 
substantially  below  the  record-high  levels  of  last 
winter. 

Onions-  In  response  to  light  supplies  and  high 
prices  for  the  past  several  months,  Texas  spring 
onion  acreage  is  11  percent  larger  this  season.  These 
increased  plantings  should  produce  larger  Texas 
supplies  from  March  into  June.  Arizona  and 
California  spring  onion  acreage  is  moderately 
smaller  than  a  year  earlier.  Planting  in  the  San 
Joaquin  Valley  was  off  to  a  late  start  because  of  cold 
wet  weather. 

Onion  prices  have  been  record  high  since  early  last 
summer  when  Texas  and  the  later  summer  crops 
came  up  short.  All  types  except  whites  are  bringing 
prices  well  above  last  year.  The  eastern  yellow  globe 
types  are  the  scarcest  this  storage  season.  Stocks  of 
New  York  yellow  globes  were  only  about  a  third  as 
large  as  the  small  holdings  of  a  year  ago.  In  Central 
and  Western  areas  combined  stocks  were  also  sub- 
stantially smaller,  and  total  U.S.  stocks  were  29 
percent  less  on  January  1  this  season.  At  the  same 
time  export  interest  is  unusually  active. 

Tomatoes  -  Florida  acreage  for  winter  harvest  is 
down  sharply  this  year.  Winter  acreage  last  year  was 
increased  because  warm  weather  advanced  harvests 
in  fields  intended  for  spring  picking.  But  this  year, 
rapid  progress  of  the  crop  during  December  left  fewer 
acres  for  picking  in  January.  As  a  result,  Florida 
supplies  have  been  on  the  light  side.  Also,  cold 
weather  in  late  December  lowered  plant  condition  of 
the  remaining  crop,  and  reduced  the  fruit  set  which 
will  affect  yields  later  on.  This  has  resulted  in 
January  shipping  point  prices  sharply  higher  than 
the  moderate  levels  of  a  year  earlier.  When  Mexican 
shipping  activity  picked  up  in  mid- January,  prices 
moved  lower.  Mexican  border  crossings  of  tomatoes 
to  mid-January  ran  slightly  ahead  of  a  year  ago,  with 
the  seasonal  peak  import  period  expected  during 
March  and  April.  Supplies  from  West  Coast  Mexican 
sources  may  equal  or  exceed  last  season's  shipments, 
depending  on  demand  and  price  levels  in  the  United 
States. 


Production  Up  a  Little  in  1972 
Prices  Up  Substantially 

Despite  storm  damage  in  the  East  last  summer, 
U.S.  fresh  vegetable  production  excluding  melons, 
managed  a  1  percent  gain  over  1971.  Production  of 
carrots,  sweet  corn,  lettuce,  and  tomatoes  increased. 
Cabbage,  celery,  and  onion  output  declined.  Winter, 
spring,  and  fall  output  was  enough  larger  to  offset  the 
reduced  late  summer  harvest.  Eastern  crops  most 
affected  last  summer  were  cabbage,  onions,  and 
sweet  corn.  Nationally,  both  yields  and  harvested 
acreage  came  out  slightly  higher  in  1972  for  19 
vegetables,  excluding  melons.  Melon  acreage  was 
larger,  but  reduced  watermelon  yields  kept 
production  smaller  than  a  year  earlier.  Therefore,  the 
combined  vegetable  and  melon  production  rose  only  a 
little. 

However,  the  value  of  19  major  vegetables  rose  11 
percent.  Also,  a  larger  and  more  valuable  cantaloup 
crop  offset  smaller  watermelon  production.  The  value 
of  all  melon  production  rose  6  percent.  Fresh 
vegetable  and  melon  production  in  1972  exceeded  $l'/2 
billion. 

Grower  prices  were  substantially  above  a  year 
earlier  and  averaged  record  high.  Reviewing 
quarterly  averages,  there  was  none  of  the  usual 
summertime  seasonal  low.  In  fact,  the  highest  prices 
for  1972  occurred  in  the  summer  quarter.  As  usual, 
there  were  several  striking  changes  in  prices  of 
individual  items  this  past  year.  Cabbage  prices  were 
sharply  higher,  especially  in  the  late  summer.  Early 
in  1972,  celery  prices  were  more  than  double  the 
previous  season.  One  of  the  smallest  onion  crops  of 
recent  years  was  responsible  for  the  high  prices 
which  prevailed  much  of  the  year.  Despite  a  larger 
crop,  cantaloup  prices  averaged  higher  than  a  year 
ago,  because  competing  deciduous  fruit  supplies  were 
short. 

Even  though  tomato  production  rose  a  tenth,  prices 
were  not  depressed,  considering  the  entire  season. 
The  U.S.  average  tomato  price  received  by  growers 
for  the  year  moved  from  13.9  cents  to  14.8  cents  per 
pound.  On  the  other  hand,  lettuce  prices  were  less 
than  a  year  earlier,  but  were  well  above  the  unusually 
low  1970  levels.  Carrot  prices  averaged  a  little  less; 
other  items  were  not  greatly  different  from  1971. 

Fresh  Vegetable  Imports  Generally  Steady 

Fresh  vegetable  imports  seem  to  have  reached  a 
plateau,  temporarily  at  least.  Total  import  volume  in 
1972  probably  changed  little  from  the  previous  year, 
and  was  slightly  less  than  in  1970.  Although  the 
totals  are  a  little  changed,  there  are  some  differences 
in  the  mix.  These  differences  usually  reflect  domestic 
supply  patterns.  Favorable  weather  in  Florida  in 
early  1972  increased  cucumber  and  pepper  pro- 
duction there,  resulting  in  reduced  shipments  from 
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Mexico.  But  with  the  increase  in  tomato  imports, 
volume  for  1 972  roughly  equaled  the  1971  figure,  even 
though  domestic  supplies  were  larger  at  the  time  of 
heaviest  Mexican  shipping  the  first  part  of  the  year. 
Relatively  light  onion  supplies  were  augmented  by 
increased  import  volume.  Other  import  gains  came  in 
melons  and  in  some  of  the  minor  fresh  market 
vegetable  crops — eggplant,  fresh  green  peas,  squash, 
and  snap  beans. 

Although  import  volume  has  been  on  a  temporary 
plateau,  prospects  suggest  further  increases.  In  fact, 
domestic  vegetable  production  costs  will  continue  to 
rise,  giving  the  imported  product  additional 
competitive  edge.  However,  the  availability  of 
domestic  supplies  usually  can  be  expected  to  deter- 


mine the  level  of  import  activity  from  one  year  to  the 
next. 

Per  Capita  Consumption  Down 

Per  capita  fresh  vegetable  consumption  including 
melons  declined  in  1972  even  though  imports  and 
domestic  output  rose  a"  little.  This  slight  change  in 
supplies  and  an  increasing  population  exerted 
upward  pressure  on  retail  prices,  especially  in  the  last 
half  of  the  year.  Retail  prices  moved  down  less  than 
usual  in  the  July-September  quarter,  reflecting  high 
farm  prices.  Retail  vegetable  prices  for  the  year 
averaged  about  6  percent  above  1971.  This  is  about 
the  same  annual  change  that  has  occurred  the  past 
several  years. 
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PROCESSED  VEGETABLES 

Raw  Product  Tonnage  Slightly  Larger 

Total  production  of  vegetables  for  canning  and 
freezing  in  1972  was  10.3  million  tons,  3  percent  more 
than  1971.  Harvested  acreage  was  up  slightly 
although  planted  acreage  rose  4  percent,  suggesting 
larger  abandonment  than  in  the  2  previous  seasons. 
Average  yields  were  surprisingly  good,  considering 
the  adverse  growing  conditions  in  many  areas. 
Record  sweet  corn  and  tomato  yields  offset  lower  or 
unchanged  yields  of  many  of  the  other  important 
vegetables.  The  farm  value  of  10  major  processing 
vegetables  rose  6  percent  over  1971  to  $509  million. 
This  was  the  highest  since  1968's  $600  million. 

Largest  prodution  gains  on  a  percentage  basis  were 
lima  beans  and  tomatoes,  but  5  other  important  crops 
also  made  small  gains.  Beets,  kraut  cabbage,  and  pea 
tonnage  declined. 

The  important  tomato  crop,  which  accounts  for 
more  than  half  of  the  raw  product  tonnage  of  all 
processing  crops,  turned  out  5  percent  larger  than 
1971,  and  the  second  largest  crop  of  record.  It  was, 
nonetheless,  17  percent  below  the  1968  record  which 
severely  depressed  markets  for  the  next  2  seasons. 
The  U.S.  average  tomato  yield  in  1972  was  21.9  tons 
per  acre,  setting  another  record.  This  reflected  the 
25.3-ton  yield  in  California.  Elsewhere,  yields  were 
disappointingly  low  due  to  adverse  weather,  either 
too  cool  or  too  wet  for  much  of  the  growing  season  in 
Indiana  and  Ohio  and  eastward  to  the  Atlantic 
Seaboard. 

)  Sweet  corn  yields  were  record  large  again  in  1972, 
as  the  average  rose  to  4.9  tons  per  acre.  Freezing 
tonnage  was  19  percent  larger  this  season  while 
canning  tonnage  was  slightly  smaller.  About  28 
percent  of  the  processing  sweet  corn  crop  went  for 
freezing.  This  proportion  was  only  slightly  larger 
than  in  the  middle  1960's,  suggesting  that  canned 


corn  has  been  losing  little  ground  to  the  frozen 
product.  Both  canned  and  frozen  sweet  corn  continue 
to  be  increasingly  popular  vegetable  choices. 

Snap  bean  harvested  acreage  was  6  percent  larger, 
but  reduced  yields  resulted  in  3  percent  more 
production.  Freezing  tonnage  was  up  moderately  but 
cannery  volume  was  only  slightly  larger.  Production 
in  each  of  the  traditionally  leading  States — New 
York,  Wisconsin,  and  Oregon — was  less,  but 
increases  in  the  secondary  producing  States  of 
Delaware,  Maryland,  Michigan,  Illinois,  Tennessee, 
and  California  more  than  made  up  the  difference. 

Harvested  pea  acreage  and  production  were  both 
slightly  smaller  in  1972  with  canners  using  1  percent 
less  tonnage,  and  freezers  taking  3  percent  less. 

As  in  most  other  recent  years,  slightly  more  than 
half  the  processing  spinach  production  went  for 
freezing.  U.S.  production  in  1972  rose  1  percent,  with 
freezing  volume  up  nearly  5  percent  while  canning 
tonnage  was  down  slightly.  U.S.  lima  bean 
production  rose  12  percent  as  an  effort  was  made  to 
replenish  depleted  frozen  stocks.  Freezing  tonnage 
was  actually  a  fourth  larger,  but  canning  tonnage  fell 
about  15  percent.  Cucumber  pickle  tonnage  rose 
slightly,  but  was  moderately  less  than  the  1967  record 
quantity. 

Farm  Values  Higher 

Except  for  cucumbers  for  pickles,  spinach,  and 
tomatoes  (all  of  which  showed  only  minor  price 
changes)  average  prices  received  by  growers  were 
moderately  to  sharply  higher  in  1972.  As  a  result,  3 
percent  more  tonnage  meant  a  6  percent  gain  in 
value. 

The  tonnage  of  6  leading  vegetables  for  freezing, 
excluding  broccoli  and  carrots,  was  13  percent  larger 
than  1971  and  the  value  of  this  tonnage  was  up  about 
a  fifth.  Canning  vegetable  production  increased  less, 
since  tonnage  of  10  leading  vegetables  used  for 
canning  increased  only  2  percent  and  the  gross  farm 
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value  was  up  4  percent.  The  only  gains  in  canned 
vegetable  tonnage  came  from  California  tomatoes, 
plus  slight  increases  in  snap  beans  and  in  pickling 
cucumbers.  There  were  smaller  tonnages  of  all  other 
major  items. 

Processed  Vegetable  Supplies  Down  Slightly 

The  combined  supply  of  all  the  important  processed 
vegetables,  excluding  concentrated  tomato  products, 
is  apparently  slightly  less  than  the  moderate  supplies 
available  a  year  earlier.  The  total  carryover  of  both 
canned  and  frozen  vegetables  fell  substantially 
again ,  and  new  packs  did  not  make  up  the  difference. 

There  were  larger  packs  of  a  few  individual  items, 
but  there  were  more  "downs"  than  "ups,"  even 
though  the  industry  probably  planned  for  a  little 


more  than  the  quantity  finally  obtained.  Packs  of 
canned  peas,  snap  beans,  corn,  beets,  lima  beans, 
sauerkraut,  and  spinach  were  smaller,  but  the  pack  of 
frozen  limas  was  sharply  larger,  and  more  frozen 
sweet  corn,  snap  beans,  and  broccoli  probably  were 
packed.  The  important  frozen  pea  pack  was  lighter. 
More  tomatoes  were  canned,  and  slightly  more 
cucumber  pickles  were  packed. 

The  total  supply  of  canned  vegetables  excluding 
concentrated  tomato  products  is  slightly  less  than  for 
1971/72.  Frozen  vegetable  supplies  for  the  current 
marketing  season  are  slightly  above  a  year  ago. 
Frozen  potato  products  are  excluded  from  these 
comparisons. 

Despite  slightly  smaller  supplies,  movement  holds 
at  or  near  record  levels.  Both  canned  and  frozen 


FROZEN  VEGETABLES* 

January  1  Stocks  Per  Capita 


POUNDS' 


n  1 1 1  n 

Mill  I 
Mill  II 


1967    '68     '69     70     71     72     73  °  74 


75 


I.S.  DEPARTMENT  CF  AGRICULTURE 


EXCLUDES  ALL  FROZEN  POTATO  PRODUCTS  ESTIMATED. 

NEC.  ERS  8599-73  (  I  1      ECONOMIC  RESEARCH  SERVICE 


8    TVS-187,  FEBRUARY  1973 


CANNED  VEGETABLES 

January  7  Stocks  Per  Capita* 


1967    '68     '69     70     71      72     73°  74 

*fxCl.UOf  J  POTATOES  AND  SWEET  POTATOES.         °ESTIHA  TEO. 


U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 


WE  G.  ERS  »043  -  73  i  1  1      ECONOMIC  RESEARCH  SERVICE 


vegetable  disappearance  for  1971/72  rose,  even  with 
supplies  probably  no  larger.  Disappearance  in 
1972/73  will  likely  again  be  heavy,  but  will  be 
pinched  by  restricted  supplies.  The  charts  on  per 
capita  canned  and  frozen  vegetable  supplies  reflect 
the  current  tighter  supply  position,  but  they  also  illus- 
trate that  there  still  will  be  a  generally  adequate 
supply  of  processed  vegetables  on  store  shelves  next 
June  and  July. 

Prospects  for  Leading  Vegetables 

Snap  Beans  -  Preliminary  data  show  the  1972  pack 
of  canned  snap  beans  to  be  less  than  the  large  1971 
production.  Current  stocks  of  green  and  wax  beans 
are  below  a  year  earlier.  Trade  movement  has  been 
active  and  wholesale  prices  have  moved  upward 
since  October. 

The  total  pack  of  frozen  snap  beans  was 
moderately  larger  than  1971,  but  not  as  large  as  the 
record  quantity  frozen  in  the  1967  season.  Stocks  of 
frozen  green  beans  on  January  1  were  about  an 
eighth  larger  than  the  relatively  light  quantity  held  a 
year  earlier.  Wholesale  prices  have  been  steady 
throughout  the  marketing  season. 

Sweet  Corn  -  Canned  corn  supplies  have  turned  out 
to  be  slightly  smaller  as  both  carryover  and  pack 
were  less  than  1971.  With  lighter  supplies,  prices  for 
some  grades  and  styles  have  increased  slightly  in 
recent  weeks.  Disappearance  from  this  smaller 
supply  has  been  heavy  thus  far  this  season. 

The  combined  pack  of  frozen  corn  was 
substantially  larger  than  a  year  ago.  However, 
current  stocks,  while  larger  than  last  season,  are 
j  below  the  peak  supplies  in  the  late  1960's.  January  1 
stocks  of  all  frozen  sweet  corn  (cut  basis)  were  11 
percent  more  than  the  short  supply  on  hand  a  year 
earlier.  Prices  for  cut  corn  advanced  in  December  in 


view  of  the  moderate  quantity  available,  but  supplies 
of  the  increasingly  popular  frozen  corn-on-the-cob  are 
heavier  than  a  year  earlier.  In  this  instance,  strong 
demand  keeps  wholesale  prices  steady. 

Peas  -  The  pack  of  canned  peas  this  past  season  was 
about  the  same  as  1971,  but  total  supply  available  for 
1972/73  was  a  little  larger.  With  movement  to  date 
somewhat  ahead  of  a  year  earlier,  current  stocks  are 
down  3  percent.  Wholesale  prices  hold  generally  firm. 
Strong  demand  for  all  canned  vegetables  and  the 
tight  supply  of  frozen  peas  are  responsible  for  the 
increased  movement  of  the  canned  product  this 
season.  December  stocks  of  frozen  peas  were  the 
smallest  since  1960,  as  the  1972  pack  was  one  of  the 
smallest  in  years.  This  sharply  reduced  supply 
position  will  tend  to  stimulate  additional  movement 
of  a  number  of  other  items,  especially  corn,  broccoli, 
and  snap  beans. 

Tomatoes  -  Tonnage  of  processing  tomatoes 
increased  5  percent  this  past  season.  In  California, 
where  78  percent  of  the  1972  tonnage  originated, 
incomplete  data  show  increased  packs  of  most  items, 
although  the  juice  pack  was  7  percent  less — an  adjust- 
ment for  a  larger  carryover.  There  was  a  20  percent 
larger  quantity  of  canned  round  and  pear-shaped 
varieties  packed  in  a  wide  range  of  styles  which 
include  peeled,  stewed,  diced,  sliced,  crushed,  and 
tomato  wedges.  Based  on  partial  data,  there  were 
larger  packs  of  paste  and  catsup,  too.  For  the  most 
part  these  gains  do  not  seem  to  be  disturbing  the 
market,  as  prices  hold  steady  to  strong.  Excluding 
wholesalers'  stocks,  the  July  carryover  of  canned 
tomatoes  nationally  was  more  than  a  third  less  than 
a  year  earlier.  Furthermore,  1972  packs  in  the  East 
and  Midwest  were  sharply  reduced  this  season.  Raw 
product  tonnage  available  from  New  Jersey  west- 
ward through  Indiana  was  off  a  fourth  from  1971. 
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Beets  -  With  the  tonnage  of  beets  for  processing 
down  14  percent  this  season,  the  resulting  small  pack 
has  created  a  short  supply  situation.  November  1 
stocks  were  less  than  two-thirds  the  quantity  on  hand 
a  year  earlier,  and  the  lowest  of  recent  record  for  that 
month.  There  has  been  some  small  increase  in 
wholesale  price,  and  further  increases  probably  are 
contingent  upon  Cost  of  living  Council  action. 

Lima  beans  -  Stocks  of  frozen  Fordhook  and  baby 
limas  total  slightly  less  than  last  year's  abbreviated 
supply  and  the  least  since  1953.  Larger  packs  in  1972 
did  not  offset  the  effect  of  a  very  small  carryover.  The 
Fordhook  supply  is  a  little  better  balanced  than  the 
supply  of  babies.  Some  packers  are  allocating  their 
inventory  of  baby  limas  among  their  customers,  and 
the  tight  market  has  pushed  some  packers'  prices 
above  the  authorized  ceilings  for  other  packers.  The 
small  1972  supply  and  the  restricted  market  flow  of 
limas  will  switch  users  toward  other  canned  and 
frozen  vegetables. 

The  1972  pack  of  canned  limas  was  the  smallest  of 
record,  and  November  1  stocks  were  the  smallest 
since  the  middle  1960's.  Demand  for  canned  limas 
has  tapered  downward  in  recent  years,  but  with  the 
pressure  on  supplies  of  all  canned  and  frozen 
vegetables,  the  carryin  to  1973/74  will  likely  be  quite 
small. 

Sauerkraut  -  Packers  used  about  a  sixth  less 
cabbage  for  kraut  this  past  season.  Yields  from 
contracted  and  open  market  acreage  were  sharply 
less  in  New  York  and  Ohio,  so  that  packers  came  up 
short  this  season.  As  a  result,  kraut  stocks  on 
December  1  were  nearly  a  fifth  less  than  a  year  ago 
and  the  smallest  in  5  years.  Wholesale  prices  have 
advanced  moderately  in  recent  weeks,  and  the 
market  is  expected  to  hold  these  gains  or  possibly 
show  a  further  increase  before  the  1973  pack  begins. 

Spinach,  -  With  a  moderately  larger  1973  pack, 
stocks  are  substantially  above  the  low  levels 
prevailing  the  2  previous  seasons.  Wholesale  prices, 
however,  have  regained  prior  levels  after  some 
weakness  early  in  the  fall.  Strong  demand  for  other 
vegetables  helps  maintain  spinach  prices. 
Furthermore,  the  market  recognizes  that  current 
stocks  are  not  excessive  when  compared  with 
quantities  on  hand  most  years  since  1965. 

A  slightly  smaller  tonnage  of  spinach  was  used  for 
canning  in  1972.  A  larger  fall  tonnage  only  partly 
made  up  for  a  substantially  smaller  volume  used  in 
California  early  in  the  year.  Current  stocks  are 
within  the  range  of  other  recent  marketing  seasons 
and  prices  have  been  generally  steady. 

Broccoli  -  Total  tonnage  used  for  processing  and 
fresh  market,  mostly  from  California,  was  substan- 
tially larger  in  1972.  The  largest  share  of  this  crop 
went  for  freezing,  and  current  stocks  are  sharply 
higher  than  for  any  previous  season,  pointing  up  the 
increased  use  expected  for  this  vegetable.  Even  with 


record  stocks,  wholesale  prices  for  consumer-sized 
packages  have  been  holding  steady,  and  recent  weak- 
ness on  institutional  sizes  may  not  persist  in  view  of' 
recent  crop  damage  in  California. 

Cucumbers  for  Pickles  -  Tonnage  of  cucumbers 
used  for  pickles  was  slightly  larger  in  1 972.  Combined 
October  1  stocks  of  salt,  dill,  and  fresh  pack  were  3 
percent  more  than  1971,  but  4  percent  less  than  1970. 

POTATOES 

The  U.S.  potato  industry  is  having  one  of  its  most 
active  and  highest  priced  marketing  seasons  in 
years.  Potato  supplies  are  the  lightest  since  1968/69. 
The  Eastern  States  produced  a  fifth  less  than  in  1971, 
and  the  Central  States  had  a  16  percent  smaller  crop. 
Only  in  the  West  were  there  more  potatoes  to  move  to 
market.  By  January  1,  U.S.  stocks  were  12  percent 
less  than  a  year  ago.  Considering  that  the  1972  fall 
crop  was  only  8  percent  less,  this  suggests  that  move- 
ment has  indeed  been  heavy.  The  distribution  of  the 
1972  crop  means  that  Russet  Burbanks  are  in  more 
adequate  supply  than  are  the  round  red  or  round 
white  types.  Such  a  comparison  is  the  reverse  of  the 
previous  season. 

With  January  1  stocks  reduced,  the  U.S.  farm  price 
has  been  running  more  than  35  percent  above  last 
season.  This  is  a  normal  price  response  for  this 
commodity.  There  are  important  regional  price 
differences  which  reflect  current  supply  relation- 
ships. For  example,  late  December  Maine  shipping 
point  prices  for  unwashed  table  stocks  US#1 
approached  $4.00  compared  with  $1.85  a  year  earlier. 
Midwestern  prices  were  almost  double  a  year  ago.  In 
the  West,  Russet  prices  to  growers  for  US#1  (4  ounces 
minimum)  were  about  $4.50  per  hundredweight,  30  to 
40  percent  higher  than  a  year  earlier.  These  shipping 
point  prices  show  a  greater  percentage  gain  than 
grower  prices,  because  grower  prices  are  weighted  by 
pre-season  processing  contracts  which  have  not 
reflected  as  sharp  an  increase  this  season. 

Dividing  the  national  stock  position  among  the 
three  important  regions,  stocks  in  the  8  Eastern 
States  are  relatively  the  lightest  when  compared  to 
last  season.  Stocks  of  27.4  million  hundredweight  on 
January  1  were  28  percent  less  than  a  year  earlier. 
Maine  holdings  were  down  23  percent.  In  the  Central 
States  stocks  were  22  percent  smaller  than  the 
excessive  amount  on  hand  a  year  earlier.  In  the  West, 
stocks  were  slightly  below  last  year,  but  Idaho  had 
slightly  more.  There  was  less  on  hand  in  the  other 
important  States  of  that  region. 

The  relatively  low  stocks  in  the  East  were  caused  by 
crops  washed  out  by  Tropical  Storm  Agnes  in  upstate 
New  York  and  Pennsylvania  last  summer.  Also, 
some  acreage  in  Maine  went  unharvested  because 
cold  weather  came  too  soon.  In  the  Central  States 
acreage  was  cut  back  substantially  as  the  result  of 
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Table  1.— Potatoes:  January  1  total  stocks  by 
areas.  United  States 


Eastern 

Central 

Western 

Year 

States 

States 

States 

Total 1 

Million 

Million 

Million 

Million 

cwt. 

civ  t. 

cw  t. 

cw  t. 

1967  . 

42.2 

25.8 

60.1 

128.0 

1968   

43.6 

28.1 

67.5 

139.2 

1969   

40.4 

28.7 

61.3 

130.4 

1970   

37.0 

28.0 

73.2 

138.1 

1971  

38.0 

29.9 

82.0 

150.0 

1972   

38.0 

34.1 

79.3 

151.4 

1973   

27.4 

26.7 

78.7 

132.8 

1  May  not  add  to  total  due  to  rounding. 


disastrously  low  prices  from  the  1971  crop.  In 
addition  some  acreages  in  other  States  were  passed 
by  due  to  heavy  rains  at  harvest  time. 

Disappearance  in  all  sections  was  heavy  up  to  the 
first  of  January.  Even  with  the  smaller  crop,  total 
movement  to  that  date  was  only  1  percent  less  than 
for  the  1971  crop.  All  the  Western  States  and  Maine 
have  been  especially  active  shippers.  This  lessens  the 
risk  of  a  severe  price  decline  later  in  the  season,  and 
continued  orderly  shipping  should  result  in  firm  to 
strong  prices  until  late  spring  at  least. 

Even  moderately  increased  late  spring  producttion 
probably  would  not  force  prices  as  low  as  they  were 
between  January  and  June  of  1972.  But  the  prospect 
of  increased  California  spring  acreage  does  suggest 
that  current  price  levels  may  be  difficult  to  maintain 
as  their  harvest  reaches  full  swing. 


Frozen  Pack  Little  Changed 

The  American  Frozen  Food  Institute  reported  that 
the  pack  of  frozen  potato  products  for  the  first  6 
months  of  1972,  amounted  to  1.3  billion  pounds,  a  2 
percent  reduction  from  the  comparable  period  a  year 
earlier.  Freezing  activity  in  the  Pacific  Northwest, 
which  normally  accounts  for  about  three-fourths  the 
U.S.  total,  fell  in  the  early  part  of  1972.  There  were 


substantial  gains  elsewhere.  This  season,  processing 
activity  has  been  running  well  above  a  year  ago  in  the 
Pacific  Northwest,  suggesting  that  1972  calendar 
year  production  of  frozen  products  may  have 
exceeded  the  1971  record.  The  January  1  Stocks 
Report  noted  that  processors  in  7  leading  processing 
States  have  used  5  percent  more  tonnage  from  the 
1972  crop  than  they  used  by  the  same  date  from  the 
larger  previous  crop.  This  stepped-up  processing 
activity  accounts  in  large  measure  for  the  4  percent 
larger  holdings  of  frozen  products  on  January  1.  This 
figure  is  slightly  less  than  the  usual  year-to-year 
increase  experienced  by  the  industry.  Comparable 
data  on  a  year-to-year  basis  do  not  exist,  but  there  is 
some  indication  that  disappearance  of  french  fries 
and  other  frozen  products  continues  to  increase. 
Furthermore,  wholesale  prices  have  shown  a 
stronger  tone  in  recent  weeks. 

From  September  to  early  January,  the  Department 
of  Agriculture  had  purchased  7.3  million  pounds  of 
dehydrated  potato  products  for  $1.3  million  for  distri- 
bution to  needy  families.  Thus  far  this  season  these 
purchases  have  been  smaller  than  a  year  earlier. 
Also,  the  Department  bought  25.0  million  pounds  of 
frozen  french  fries  for  $3.2  million.  The  dehydrated 
purchases  were  made  under  Section  32  of  Public  Law 
320,  and  the  frozen  french  fries  were  bought  with 
funds  provided  by  Section  6  of  the  National  School 
Lunch  Act. 

The  winter  potato  crop  of  1973  is  forecast  at  2.6 
million  hundredweight,  10  percent  more  than  1972, 
but  nearly  17  percent  smaller  than  1971.  Larger 
yields  are  expected  from  reduced  acreages  in  both 
Florida  and  California  this  season.  The  cold  and  wet 
weather  in  mid-December  in  the  Central  Valley  of 
California  held  back  some  digging  activity.  Florida 
harvest  began  shortly  after  the  first  of  the  year. 

Spring  planting  intentions  call  for  a  2  percent 
larger  acreage  this  coming  season.  Even  so,  acreage 
this  spring  would  be  one  of  the  smallest  in  years.  Most 
of  the  1973  increase  is  expected  in  Kern  County, 
California  where  intended  acreage  is  up  more  than  a 
sixth  in  anticipation  of  the  favorable  markets 
expected  in  late  April  and  May.  Alabama  and 
Arizona  expect  to  plant  more  too,  but  acreage  in  the 
important  Hastings  area  of  northern  Florida  is  off  a 
tenth  this  season.  Elsewhere,  acreage  in  Texas  is 
smaller,  but  North  Carolina  planting  is  expected  to  be 
the  same  as  1972.  Combined  winter  and  spring 
production  accounts  for  7  or  8  percent  of  the  total 
annual  U.S.  production,  and  such  a  quantity  can  be 
an  influential  pricesetting  factor  in  late  spring 
markets. 

1972  Farm  Price  Movements 

Potato  production  in  1972  was  294.5  million 
hundredweight,  8  percent  less  than  thegenerous  1971 
output  and  10  percent  below  the  record  crop  of  1970. 
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Production  in  each  seasonal  group  was  smaller  than 
in  1971  or  1970.  In  general,  1972  was  characterized  by 
substantial  acreage  reduction  coupled  with  higher 
yields  per  acre.  The  U.S.  average  yield  of  234 
hundredweight  per  acre  set  a  record. 

Heavy  storage  stocks  from  the  1971  crop  kept 
grower  prices  at  depressed  levels  into  the  early 
summer  of  1972.  Between  January  and  April,  the  U.S. 
grower  price  actually  moved  down  to  $1.78  per 
hundredweight.  After  that,  prices  moved  up  rapidly, 
and  by  July,  peaked  at  $3.60.  Relatively  high  prices 
prevailed  during  the  summer,  as  only  light  supplies 
were  available.  This  provided  a  good  opening  market 
for  the  important  fall  producing  States.  Then,  as 
demand  for  the  smaller  1972  fall  crop  continued 
strong,  prices  in  the  late  fall  moved  up  steady  after  a 
$2.09  October  low. 

Retail  Price  Trends 

Retail  prices  for  fresh  potatoes  rose  sharply  from 
the  second  to  third  quarter  of  1972.  As  a  result,  the 
yearly  average  price  was  about  8  percent  more  than 
1971  and  about  a  fourth  more  than  the  1967  base 
period.  In  contrast,  retail  prices  for  both  frozen  french 
fries  and  dehydrated  mashed  potatoes  rose  less  than 
2  percent  in  the  past  year.  Retail  prices  for  these 
products  have  moved  up  a  little  more  than  a  tenth 
since  1967. 

The  farm-to-retail  price  spread  for  a  10-pound  bag 
of  potatoes  increased  nearly  a  penny  from  the  third 
quarter  of  1971  to  the  comparable  1972  period.  At  the 
same  time  the  farm  value  moved  up  a  little  more  than 
a  dime.  Since  1960,  marketing  costs  have  risen  more 
than  the  farm  value,  putting  substantial  upward 
pressure  on  fresh  market  retail  prices.  While  there  is 
still  a  marked  difference  in  prices  of  fresh  and 
processed  potatoes  figured  on  a  cost  per  serving  basis, 
these  differences  have  been  slowly  narrowing.  In 
most  recent  years,  retail  fresh  potato  prices  have 
risen  faster  than  prices  of  the  leading  processed 
products. 

Retail  potato  price  trends 
U.S.  averages 


1967   . . . 

1970  .  .  . 

1971  . . . 

1972  . . . 

BLS  data 


Fresh 
10  pounds 

Cents 

74.7 
89.7 
86.1 

93.0  (est.) 


Frozen 
french  fries 
9  oz. 

Cents 

15.0 
16.6 
16.3 

16.7  (Nov.) 


Dehydrated 
mashed  7  oz. 

Cents 

36.3 
39.1 
40.1 

40.8  (Nov.) 


SWEETPOTATOES 

More  Production  in  1972 

Sweetpotato  production  increased  6  percent  over 
the  record-low  1971  figure.  The  12.4  million  hundred- 


weight figure  of  the  past  year  would  still  be 
considered  a  small  crop  since  it  was  moderately  less 
than  1970  and  other  recent  seasons.  Both  yields  and 
acreage  were  higher  this  past  season,  with  yields  at 
109  hundredweight  per  acre,  a  U.S.  record.  Higher 
yields  pushed  production  up  substantially  in  North 
Carolina  and  Louisiana.  And  there  were  production 
gains  in  California  and  Texas,  too.  Smaller  crops 
were  harvested  in  Mississippi,  Georgia,  and  Virginia. 

Market  Trends 

Despite  a  larger  crop,  grower  prices  have  averaged 
substantially  above  a  year  ago.  The  U.S.  December 
price  of  $6.96  per  hundredweight,  up  from  $6. 15  a  year 
earlier,  reflects  increased  processing  activity. 
Furthermore,  movement  through  fresh  market 
channels  has  been  roughly  a  tenth  more  than  last 
season  according  to  shipment  and  unload  reports. 
Despite  this  heavier  movement,  shipping  point  prices 
for  fresh  market  have  been  holding  close  to  a  year 
earlier.  Mid-January  eastern  North  Carolina  prices 
of  $4.88  for  50-pound  carton  U.S.=1  cured  Porto  Rico 
type  compare  with  $4.60  a  year  earlier.  The  Louisiana 
price  for  a  similarly  described  package  was  $5.66, 22 
cents  less  than  a  year  earlier.  These  prices  are 
expected  to  rise  slowly  throughout  the  remainder  of 
the  storage  season. 

The  1972  canning  season  was  off  to  an  active  start 
as  nearly  a  fifth  more  sweets  were  packed  by 
October  1.  Even  with  this  increased  volume,  total 
stocks  on  that  date  were  more  than  a  fourth  smaller 
than  a  year  ago.  Packers  have  been  actively  seeking 
raw  product  to  meet  a  fairly  strong  trade  demand  for 
canned  sweets.  Wholesale  prices  for  most  canned 
packs  are  substantially  higher  than  a  year  earlier. 
Prices  rose  during  the  main  packing  season  this  year, 
and  additional  increases  were  announced  by 
Virginia  and  Louisiana  packers  effective  January  1. 
Government  buying  for  school  lunch  and  needy 
persons  programs  has  declined  sharply,  as  supplies 
appear  to  be  on  the  tight  side.  The  1973  pack  is  9 
months  away.  Processors  are  likely  to  require 
relatively  large  quantities  of  raw  product  this  coming 
fall. 

MUSHROOMS 

Retail  demand  for  fresh  mushrooms  holds  as 
strong  as  a  year  earlier,  shipping  point  prices  this 
season  are  the  same  to  slightly  lower.  Present  indica- 
tions suggest  a  larger  fresh  market  sales  volume  this 
season.  Air  shipments  from  Philadelphia  almost 
doubled  the  quantity  shipped  a  year  earlier  for  the 
mid-October  to  early  January  period. 

Heavier  current  supplies  of  processing  mushrooms 
are  reflected  in  prices  sharply  lower  than  a  year  ago. 
Currently,  the  processing  price  of  36-38  cents  per 
pound  for  clean-cut  stock  compares  with  48  cents  in 
January   1972.   Pulled,   bed-run  stock  has  been 
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bringing  33  cents  per  pound  compared  with  40  cents 
last  year. 

'  For  the  remainder  of  the  season,  fresh  market 
demand  is  expected  to  continue  strong,  while 
domestic  processing  demand  will  be  tempered  by  the 
level  of  import  activity. 

Imports  of  canned  mushrooms  since  July  1  have 
been  running  much  above  the  previous  season.  For 
the  current  season  to  December  1,  imports  reached  20 
million  pounds — more  than  twice  the  receipts  in  the 
previous  comparable  period.  The  domestic  industry 
has  petitioned  the  President  for  an  import  quota 
under  Section  204  of  the  Agricultural  Act  of  1956.  The 
President  has  not  reached  a  decision  on  this  request. 

DRY  EDIBLE  BEANS 

High  prices  last  year  encouraged  dry  bean  growers 
to  increase  1972  acreage  and  production.  The  1972 
crop  was  an  eighth  larger  than  the  light  1971  crop, 
and  moderately  more  than  in  1970. 

White  bean  production  was  up  sharply  as  the 
Michigan  pea  bean  crop  was  much  heavier  than 
either  of  the  2  previous  seasons.  Total  colored  bean 
output  was  slightly  more,  as  increased  pinto 
production  offset  smaller  crops  of  kidneys  and  pinks. 
Most  states  reported  larger  crops,  except  Colorado 
and  New  York.  The  New  York  crop  was  a  near  failure. 
The  summer  tropical  storm  damaged  upstate  fields, 
and  rains  at  harvest  time  cut  yields  of  the  remaining 
crop. 


Table  2.— U.S.  Exports  of  dried  edible  beans  by 
country  of  destination 


Country 


United  Kingdom  .  . 

Japan   

Venezuela  

Mexico   

France  

Netherlands  

Dominican  Republic 

Australia  

Algeria  

Other  countries  .  .  . 
Total  U.S.  exports 


Marketing  year  beginning 


Sept. 
1969 


Sept. 
1970 


Sept. 
1971 


1,000 
cwt. 

1,02  3.8 
433.5 
433.9 
389.5 
434.3 
161.6 
210.2 
75.0 

1,180.9 
4,342.7 


1,000 
cwt. 

1,192.9 
366.9 
324.9 
286.2 
224.5 
162.6 
116.4 
101.8 

707.4 
3,483.7 


1,000 
cwt. 

675.8 
178.5 
211.4 

97.0 
282.7 
225.0 
158.9 

77.8 
208.3 
694.9 
>,810.3 


pinched  this  season.  Exports  fori  972/73  are  expected 
to  substantially  exceed  1971/72.  Demand  from 
several  European  countries,  both  in  the  EC  and 
Communist  bloc,  has  been  especially  strong,  already 
absorbing  relatively  large  quantities  of  navy  and 
great  northern  beans.  By  the  end  of  November,  bean 
exports  were  about  an  eighth  larger  than  a  year 
earlier.  White  bean  trade  gains  more  than  compen- 
sated for  slackened  volume  of  colored  beans  moving 
overseas.  This  reflects  the  domestic  price  and  supply 
pattern,  and  the  European  preference  for  white 
beans.  Early  reports  indicate  December  was  an  active 
trading  month,  too. 

World  production  of  dry  beans  in  1972  was  3 
percent  less  than  a  year  earlier  in  the  countries  where 
data  are  available.  World  output  has  declined  each 
year  since  1968,  when  the  crop  was  a  tenth  larger 
than  the  current  figure.  By  itself,  the  1972  decline 
may  not  mean  as  much  to  world  trade  as  the  figures 
might  otherwise  indicate  because  the  declines  in 
Mexico  and  Brazil,  which  are  largely  self-sufficient, 
account  for  all  the  difference.  The  autumn  of  1972 
brought  the  U.S.  bean  industry  some  new  customers 
from  the  Communist  bloc — Romania,  Bulgaria, 
Poland,  and  Czechoslovakia.  Production  statistics 
for  these  countries  are  not  included  in  world  produc- 
tion estimates. 

Farm  Prices  Move  Lower 

After  the  U.S.  average  price  for  the  1971  crop 
reached  a  recent  record  of  $11.10,  larger  supplies  in 
the  current  season  lowered  prices  into  the  $9.00- 
$10.00  range.  They  have  trended  up  some  from  the 
harvest  low  of  September-October.  Export  demand  is 
expected  to  hold  fairly  strong,  and  bean  prices  should 
be  generally  well  maintained  or  even  show  some 
further  gain  between  now  and  mid-1973,  but  price 
relationships  among  the  various  classes  are  different 
this  year.  Pea  bean  prices  are  sharply  less  than  a  year 
earlier,  but  still  well  above  support  levels.  Both  types 
of  limas  are  on  the  scarce  side  and  high-priced. 
Blackeyes  from  California,  while  lower  priced  than 
last  season,  are  well  above  the  levels  of  most  recent 
years.  Red  kidneys  are  very  scarce  and  are  quoted 
nearly  $30  per  hundredweight.  European  demand 
keeps  great  northerns  in  the  $14  per  hundredweight 
range  compared  with  $8-$10  most  other  recent  years. 
Pinto  beans  are  priced  below  a  year  earlier,  and  are 
not  greatly  different  from  most  other  recent  seasons. 


Foreign  Trade  Stimulates  Disappearance 

Even  though  the  1972  crop  was  larger  than  the 
previous  two,  supplies  are  not  considered  burden- 
some. A  reduced  carryover  and  active  foreign 
markets  keep  1972  supplies  fairly  well  balanced. 
Furthermore,  domestic  disappearance  is  likely  to 
move  up  slightly  as  supplies  are  not  as  tightly 


DRY  PEAS 

Excluding  seed  peas,  the  1972  crop  was  one  of  the 
smallest  of  recent  years,  and  roughly  half  the  large 
1972  output.  Both  acreage  and  yields  were  off 
sharply. 

Stocks  of  peas  (excluding  lentils  and  seed  stocks)  at 
the  end  of  October  were  about  a  fourth  less  than  last 


TVS-187,  FEBRUARY  1973  13 


year.  By  December,  grower  prices  had  moved  up  $5.40 
per  hundredweight,  advancing  steadily  as  the  new 
marketing  season  got  underway.  With  smaller 
domestic  supplies,  exports  have  been  much  smaller  so 
far  this  season.  But  the  comparison  does  not  tell  the 


whole  story,  because  a  year  ago  the  Pacific  Coast 
dock  strike  temporarily  held  back  movement,  and 
later  a  large  export  movement  was  achieved  that 
season. 


Table  3.— Beans,  dry  edible:  Production  by  commercial  classes,  1967-72 


Class 

1967 

1968 

1969 

1970 

i 

197  1 

1972  1 

1  000 

1  000 

i  nnn 
1 ,  uuu 

;  nnn 
I ,  UUU 

i  nnn 
1 ,  uuu 

7  nnn 
1 ,  uuu 

cw  . 

cwt. 

cwt. 

cwt. 

cw  t. 

cwt. 

vv  n i le. 

Pea,  navy  

4,801 

5,589 

7,169 

5,180 

5,022 

6,641 

Great  northern   

1,500 

1,386 

1,707 

1,430 

1,517 

1,515 

Small  white   

473 

510 

581 

342 

378 

397 

Yelloweye  

42 

49 

20 

(3) 

(3) 

(3) 

6,8 1 6 

7,534 

9,477 

6,952 

6,917 

8,553 

Colored: 

Pink  

488 

682 

500 

678 

724 

631 

Pinto   

4,063 

4,727 

4,511 

5,384 

4,843 

5,273 

1,158 

1,124 

1,548 

1,302 

1,123 

876 

2  66 

354 

45  3 

585 

371 

371 

137 

184 

165 

155 

1 12 

252 

Black  turtle  soup  

321 

314 

223 

227 

279 

110 

6,433 

7,385 

7,400 

8,331 

7,452 

7,513 

Lima: 

Large  

774 

814 

770 

558 

398 

471 

Baby  

280 

589 

430 

478 

400 

317 

Total,  lima  

1,054 

1,403 

1,200 

1.036 

798 

788 

Other: 

565 

781 

513 

712 

413 

801 

Garbanzo  

88 

58 

101 

68 

85 

60 

Other4  

259 

274 

222 

300 

252 

300 

Total,  other   

912 

1,113 

836 

1,080 

750 

1,161 

United  States  

15,215 

17,435 

18,913 

17,399 

15,917 

18,015 

1  Preliminary.  2  I  ncludes  flat  small  white.  3  I  ncluded  in  "Other".  4  Does  not  include  beans  grown  for  garden  seed. 


Data  from  Crop  Production,  SRS,  USDA. 
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Table  4— Vegetables  and  melons  for  fresh  market:  Commercial  acreage,  production  and  season  average  price 
per  hundredweight  for  principal  crops,  1970,  1971  and  19721 


Crop 

Harvested 

acreage 

Production 

Price  per  hundredweight 

1970 

1971 

1972 

i  Q7n 
iy  /  u 

19  71 

1972 

1970 

1971 

1972 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

7  nnn 
l,  uuu 

7  nnn 
1  r  UUU 

7  nnn 
1 ,  UUU 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

acres 

acres 

acres 

cwt. 

cwt. 

cwt. 

11 

0 

11 

0 

11 

1 

671 

7  92 

710 

10 

30 

9 

72 

11.60 

33 

1 

29 

7 

31 

7 

944 

8  33 

922 

22 

30 

29 

20 

26.70 

Beans,  snap  

85 

2 

83 

5 

86 

4 

3,1 09 

3,086 

3,167 

1  "3 

J.  u 

1  A 

JU 

14.50 

Broccoli   

40 

3 

43 

2 

46 

g 

3,1 04 

3,157 

3,719 

9 

73 

11 

20 

10.50 

Brussels  Sprouts2   

o 

\ 

g 

Q 

Do/ 

655 

724 

13 

50 

12 

40 

10.90 

Cabbage3   

96 

I 

97 

o 

94 

3 

18,519 

19,094 

18,510 

4 

16 

3 

69 

4.09 

109 

7 

100 

4 

97 

6 

13  282 

12  382 

1 3  040 

6 

16 

6 

56 

Carrots   

77 

8 

72 

2 

73 

4 

18  190 

18  943 

1  Q  "5  n  c: 

3 

65 

5 

07 

Cauliflower2   

24 

0 

25 

7 

28 

2 

^  ,300 

^  ,y  o  / 

9 

56 

10 

30 

Celery2   

32 

2 

33 

4 

32 

6 

15  332 

16  067 

15  497 

5 

60 

4 

89 

6  77 

Corn,  sweet  

190 

0 

183 

1 

176 

3 

13  1 02 

12  542 

12  826 

5 

27 

5 

84 

6  25 

47 

7 

46 

6 

49 

2 

4,478 

4,326 

4,647 

6 

42 

7 

57 

7.99 

3 

0 

2 

8 

3 

1 

467 

437 

526 

8 

03 

9 

18 

8.68 

8 

7 

8 

8 

9 

9 

1  101 

1  145 

1  175 

7 

13 

8 

86 

7.80 

Garlic2   

5 

6 

3 

7 

5 

1 

728 

48  1 

714 

8 

39 

9 

32 

10.10 

13 

2 

12 

3 

12 

4 

1,931 

2,039 

2,061 

5 

66 

6 

23 

6.35 

234 

8 

217 

0 

219 

1 

46,328 

47,425 

48,054 

4 

83 

5 

94 

5.77 

Onions2  

101 

0 

98 

8 

93 

3 

30,493 

29,803 

27,810 

3 

67 

3 

88 

5.56 

47 

7 

48 

9 

47 

6 

3.872 

4,072 

4,545 

11 

60 

12 

30 

12.80 

11 

4 

12 

3 

11 

0 

589 

648 

620 

11 

50 

13 

20 

15.00 

Tomatoes   

147 

1 

132 

9 

138 

6 

18,234 

17,798 

19,511 

11 

20 

13 

90 

14.80 

Watermelons  

266 

2 

252 

4 

267 

5 

27,373 

27,094 

25,289 

2 

21 

2 

51 

2.50 

Total s   

1,591 

7 

1,521 

8 

1,542 

3 

224,710 

223,352 

226,309 

'  Includes  Alaska  and  Hawaii.  2  Includes  some  quantities  used        muskmelons.  5  May  not  add  to  total  due  to  rounding, 
for  processing.  3  Price  computed  from  value  and  production  less 

not     marketed.     "includes     Casabas,     Persians,     and     other  Vegetables,  Fresh  Market,  annual  summary,  SRS,  USDA. 
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Table  5.— Vegetables,  fresh:  Representative  wholesale  prices  (l.c.l.)  sales)  at  New  York  and  Chicago  for  stock 
of  generally  good  quality  and  condition  (U.S.  No.  1  when  available)  indicated  periods,  1971,  1972,  and  1973 


Market,  commodity  and  State  of  origin 

Tuesday  nearest  mid-month 

Unit 

1971-72 

1972-73 

Nov.  16 

Dec.  14 

Jan.  11 

Nov.  14 

Dec  12 

Jan.  9 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

NEW  YORK 

Beans,  snap 

Round  green  type  (Florida)  

Bu.  hamper  and  crt. 

5.75 

6.25 

8.25 

5.75 

5.50 

11.50 

Broccoli,  bunched  (California)   

14's  crt. 

5.00 

4.50 

5.00 

6.00 

6.62V2 

4.50 

Cabbage,  domestic  round  type  (Florida)  .... 

1-3/4  bu.  crt. 

,  

3.25 

3.50 



3.62V2 

3.50 

Cabbage,  Danish  type  (New  York)   

50-lb.  sack 

3.00 

2.85 

2.25 

2.50 

3.12V2 

3.37V2 

Carrots,  toped,  washed  (California)  . 

48-1-lb.  film  bag  ctn. 

6.50 

7  25 

7.5  0 

7.25 

6.75 

5  75 

Celery,  Pascal  (Florida) 

?-4  dr>7    1  ft  in  rrt 

7.00 

7.75 

8.75 

3.75 

7.25 

Celery,  Pascal  (California)  . 

2-3  doz.  16  in.  crt. 

8.50 

10.00 

11.00 

6.75 

5.75 

10.00 

Corn,  sweet,  yellow  (Florida)  

4V2-5  doz.  crt. 

4.35 

5.00 

5.25 

3.50 

4.50 

5.75 

Cucumbers,  (Florida)   

Bu.  basket 

8.50 

5.50 



3.75 

5.25 

9.00 

Lettuce,  Iceberg  type  (Arizona)   

2  doz.  ctn. 

8.00 

6.00 

7.00 

7.25 

5.25 

5.75 

Onions,  yellow,  medium  (New  York)   

50-lb.  sack 



2.35 

2.35 

4.75 

4.85 

5.75 

Peppers,  green,  California  Wonder 

(Florida)  

Bu.  basket 

9.00 

6.25 

9.00 

6.50 

5.25 

6.75 

Spinach,  Savoy  type  (Texas)  

Bu.  basket 



3.25 

3.25 



4.00 

3.87V2 

CHICAGO 

Beans,  snap 

Round  green  type  (Florida)   

Bu.  hamper 

6.40 

6.75 

7.50 

6.25 

7.50 

12.50 

Broccoli  (California)   

14's  crt.  and  ctn. 

6.00 

4. 10 

4.75 

5.75 

6.00 

4.50 

Cabbage,  domestic  round  type  (Texas)  

1-3/4  bu.  crt. 

5.75 

4.00 

3.50 

3.30 

3.50 

3.75 

Carrots,  topped,  washed 

48-1-lb.  film  bag,  mesh 

master 

7.00 

5.50 

6.00 

5.35 

Cauliflower  (California)  

Film  wrapped  12's  ctn. 

7.50 

4.25 

5.00 

4.75 

7.00 

6.40 

Celery,  Pascal  type  (California)  

2-3  doz.  16  in.  crt. 

7.75 

9.50 

10.50 

6.75 

5.75 

8.50 

Corn,  sweet,  yellow  (Florida)   

5  doz.  crt. 

4.75 

4.40 

3.60 

4.75 

5.50 

Bu.  basket 

8.00 

5.00 

4.00 

Lettuce,  Iceberg  type  (Arizona)   

2  doz.  heads,  ctn. 

7.50 

5.35 

£.25 

7.25 

5.00 

5.50 

Onions,  yellow,  large  (Idaho)   

50  lb.  sack 

3.60 

3.60 

4.50 

4.40 

4.50 

5.25 

Onions  yellow  medium  (IViidwestern) 

JU  ID.  SdCK 

2.50 

2.30 

2.35 

4.25 

4.15 

4.50 

Peppers,  green,  California  Wonder 

type,  large  (Florida)  

Bu.  basket 

7.15 

8.75 

8.00 

6.25 

11.00 

Tomatoes,  greenhouse,  medium 

8  lb.  basket 

2.75 

2.75 

2.75 

Weekly   summary   of  terminal  market  prices,  AMS,  USDA,  Market  News  Report. 


Table  6— Vegetables,  fresh:  Average  f.o.b.  shipping  point  prices,  per  hundredweight. 
United  States,  indicated  periods,  1971  and  1972 


Commodity 

1971 

1972 

November 

December 

October 

November 

December  1-15 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Beans,  snap   

16 

80 

15 

30 

12 

60 

15 

80 

12 

80 

16 

40 

16 

20 

13 

20 

14 

80 

16 

70 

Cabbage   

5 

19 

4 

79 

4 

21 

4 

08 

3 

87 

Cantaloups  

5 

49 

5 

76 

4 

90 

10 

70 

Carrots  

7 

11 

8 

69 

7 

54 

8 

23 

7 

50 

16 

20 

14 

70 

12 

40 

13 

50 

16 

20 

Celery   

8 

15 

10 

70 

5 

70 

6 

53 

5 

26 

Corn,  sweet   

7 

41 

6 

49 

6 

10 

5 

93 

7 

10 

Cucumbers  

8 

52 

7 

14 

6 

18 

5 

59 

6 

98 

Lettuce   

12 

50 

7 

30 

4 

55 

8 

92 

7 

04 

4 

27 

4 

65 

6 

33 

6 

63 

6 

76 

Peppers,  green   

19 

20 

10 

50 

11 

60 

13 

90 

11 

60 

15 

20 

15 

00 

15 

20 

14 

20 

12 

90 

Tomatoes  

23 

60 

16 

30 

12 

10 

19 

40 

13 

30 

1  Agricultural  Prices,  SRS,  USDA,  issued  monthly. 
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Table  7— Vegetables,  commercial  for  fresh  market:   Index  numbers  (unadjusted)  of  prices  received  by 
farmers,  as  of  15th  of  the  month.  United  States,  by  months1 

(1967=100) 


Period 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Average 

1935-39  .  .  . 

35 

37 

40 

40 

39 

30 

27 

25 

25 

28 

32 

36 

33 

1947-49  .  .  . 

89 

94 

96 

95 

85 

66 

64 

60 

59 

63 

74 

76 

77 

1950-54  .  .  . 

87 

82 

78 

91 

82 

75 

72 

62 

57 

66 

77 

83 

76 

1955-59 

83 

90 

9 1 

8  9 

84 

7  7 

7  2 

6  3 

64 

70 

78 

79 

78 

Year 

1960  .... 

99 

95 

87 

88 

90 

74 

76 

62 

61 

67 

73 

77 

79 

1961  .... 

74 

74 

76 

95 

83 

90 

81 

65 

65 

65 

76 

74 

76 

1962  .... 

94 

102 

125 

109 

107 

84 

73 

63 

64 

66 

75 

85 

87 

1963  .... 

102 

95 

82 

83 

78 

88 

85 

65 

62 

70 

91 

94 

83 

1964  .... 

100 

103 

98 

89 

83 

90 

80 

76 

76 

78 

101 

87 

88 

1965  .... 

80 

86 

101 

106 

121 

102 

85 

78 

78 

84 

90 

88 

92 

1966  .... 

106 

112 

102 

109 

97 

99 

1 14 

101 

91 

91 

103 

99 

102 

1967  .... 

103 

99 

98 

108 

103 

121 

110 

86 

82 

88 

100 

103 

100 

1968  .... 

118 

123 

127 

132 

108 

98 

94 

88 

92 

91 

115 

119 

109 

1969  .... 

107 

111 

109 

107 

121 

100 

100 

96 

94 

110 

144 

132 

111 

1970  .... 

134 

130 

125 

112 

124 

113 

103 

95 

107 

96 

105 

100 

112 

1971  .... 

114 

123 

149 

143 

129 

128 

121 

104 

101 

118 

166 

137 

128 

19722  . . . 

143 

125 

111 

132 

138 

126 

132 

135 

136 

113 

148 

135 

131 

The  index  for  commercial  fresh  market  vegetables  was 
revised,  beginning  January  1958,  to  reflect  changes  in  the 
method  of  reporting  prices.  All  prices  now  are  reported  on  a 


f.o.b.  basis.  Preliminary. 

Agricultural  Prices,  SRS,  USDA,  issued  monthly. 


Table  8— Vegetables  for  commercial  processing:  Acreage,  production,  and  season 
average  price  per  ton,  1970,  1971,  and  1972 


Harvested  acreage 

Production 

Price  per  ton 

Commodity 

1970 

1971 

1972 

1970 

1971 

1972 

1970 

1971 

1972 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

acres 

acres 

acres 

tons 

tons 

tons 

79 

84 

87 

91 

98 

98 

373. 

00 

406 

00 

439 

00 

Beans,  lima ' 

Canning   

44 

44 

48 

55 

55 

69 

195 

00 

201 

00 

225 

00 

Freezing  

26 

27 

26 

23 

26 

22 

157 

00 

153 

00 

154 

00 

Beans,  snap 

Canning   

178 

184 

194 

438 

457 

462 

93 

80 

90 

50 

104 

00 

50 

56 

62 

132 

140 

151 

101 

00 

99 

50 

110 

00 

Beets  

15 

14 

13 

206 

190 

164 

21 

30 

21 

40 

22 

80 

Cabbage  for  kraut  

13 

11 

11 

266 

235 

198 

17 

70 

17 

50 

21 

40 

Corn,  sweet2 

Canning   

322 

323 

315 

1,407 

1,541 

1,512 

23 

30 

23 

70 

25 

00 

Freezing  

90 

100 

114 

472 

506 

602 

25 

80 

25 

90 

27 

80 

Cucumbers  for  pickles  .  .  . 

134 

128 

129 

589 

563 

571 

94 

10 

93 

20 

94 

00 

Peas,  green  1 

Canning   

252 

258 

248 

300 

330 

328 

109 

00 

109 

00 

113 

00 

Freezing  

132 

125 

130 

176 

190 

184 

109 

00 

105 

00 

111 

00 

Spinach 

Canning   

13 

14 

14 

74 

79 

77 

43 

30 

43 

70 

45 

20 

Freezing  

12 

12 

13 

77 

82 

85 

41 

90 

42 

90 

44 

10 

246 

258 

265 

5,059 

5,516 

5,805 

34 

00 

35 

50 

35 

20 

Total3  

1,606 

1,638 

1,668 

9,365 

10,006 

10,328 

47 

20 

47 

90 

49 

58 

1  Production  and  price  on  a  "shelled"  basis.  2Corn  in  the  husk.  3  May  not  add  to  total  due  to  rounding. 


Vegetable— Processing,  annual  summary,  SRS,  USDA. 
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Table  9.— Vegetables,  frozen:  Cold  storage  holdings  and  indicated  disappearance,  September  1  to  December  31 


DPCGnibGr  31 

September  1-December  31  net  change 

Commodity 

1970 

1971 

19721 

1970 

1971 

1972  1 

1*1  llllU  it 

AT  ill  j  /">  n 

1*1  11 1  1(1 :  l 

Million 

M  illion 

Million 

pounds 

pouti  ds 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

Asparagus  

8 

ii 

21 

-8 

-7 

-16 

Beans,  lima: 

Fordhook   

40 

31 

33 

+  6 

+4 

+9 

Baby 

69 

53 

+  17 

+21 

+28 

Total   

109 

88 

86 

+23 

+25 

+37 

Beans,  snap: 

101 

88 

101 

-37 

-30 

-19 

French  style 

42 

o  u 

-10 

-13 

-10 

Total   

143 

134 

151 

-47 

-43 

-29 

Broccoli: 

Spears  

N.A. 

N.A. 

49 

N.A. 

N.A. 



Chopped  and  cuts 

rvj  .A. 

N.A. 

37 

N.A. 

N.A. 

+1 

Total 

63 

64 

86 

+15 

-2 

+1 

Brussels  sprouts  

33 

35 

47 

+22 

+  24 

+31 

110 

100 

100 

+63 

+52 

+65 

40 

32 

50 

+  17 

+  15 

+29 

Corn,  sweet: 

cut  

189 

149 

168 

+  17 

+42 

+74 

on-cob  

50 

70 

81 

+27 

+  41 

+34 

Total   

239 

219 

249 

+44 

+  83 

+  108 

Mixed  vegetables   

32 

31 

29 

+  1 

+5 

+  3 

Okra  

N.A. 

N.A. 

13 

N.A. 

N.A. 

-4 

Peas,  blackeyed   

N.A. 

N.A. 

13 

N.A. 

N.A. 

+3 

Peas,  green  

239 

210 

170 

-128 

-123 

-117 

15 

13 

12 

-3 

-1 

-1 

40 

44 

48 

-30 

-31 

-24 

Southern  greens  

N.A. 

N.A. 

45 

N.A. 

N.A. 

+5 

Other  vegetables 

247 

260 

195 

+38 

+25 

+6 

1,317 

1,240 

1,320 

+  13 

+24 

+  101 

Potatoes: 

French  fried   

549 

572 

592 

+  262 

+251 

+  243 

Other  potato  products  .... 

N.A. 

87 

94 

N.A. 

+27 

+27 

Total  frozen  potatoes  .  .  . 

549 

659 

686 

+  262 

+278 

+270 

Grand  total2  

1,866 

1,899 

2,005 

+275 

+303 

+371 

'Preliminary.    3May    not   add    to    total    due    to   rounding.         N.A.-Not  available. 


Cold  storage,  SRS,  USDA,  issued  monthly. 
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Table  10.— Potatoes,  Irish:  Acreage,  yield  per  acre,  and  production,  1970,  1971  and  1972 


S  es  so  n  3 1  9  r  o  u  p 

Harvested  acreage 

Yield  per  acre 

Production 

1970 

1971 

19721 

1970 

1971 

1972  1 

1970 

1971 

1972  1 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

Cwt. 

Cwt. 

Cwt. 

Million 

Million 

Million 

acres 

acres 

acres 

cwt. 

cwt. 

cwt. 

18 

8 

18.0 

15 

4 

191 

172 

151 

3,582 

3,088 

2,327 

Spring 

29 

6 

29.2 

25 

7 

161 

128 

138 

4  757 

3  735 

3  542 

8  1 

1 

78.1 

70 

3 

261 

255 

249 

21,150 

19,923 

17  ,484 

Summer 

81 

5 

77.4 

70 

9 

159 

147 

150 

12,923 

11,347 

10,621 

Late  

121 

2 

112.8 

106 

0 

246 

243 

249 

29,815 

27,465 

26,416 

Fall 

257 

2 

253.1 

216 

9 

243 

246 

229 

62,573 

62,182 

49,652 

8  Central   

306 

6 

320.9 

283 

2 

173 

183 

174 

53,154 

58,834 

49,215' 

525 

3 

501.8 

470 

1 

262 

265 

288 

137,798 

132,780 

135,233 

Total,  fall   

1,089 

1 

1,075.8 

970 

2 

233 

236 

241 

253,525 

253,796 

234,100 

United  States  

1,421 

3 

1,391.3 

1,258 

5 

229 

230 

234 

325,752 

319,354 

294,490 

Preliminary.  Crop  Production,  annual  summary,  SRS. 


Table  1 1.— Sweetpotatoes:  Acreage,  yield  per  acre,  and  production,  1970,  1971  and  1972 


Harvested  acreage 

Yield  per  acre 

Production 

G rou p  and  State 

1970 

1971 

19721 

1970 

1971 

19721 

1970 

1971 

19721 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

Cwt. 

Cwt. 

Cwt. 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

acres 

acres 

acres 

cwt. 

cwt. 

cwt. 

Central  Atlantic2  

12.8 

10.7 

10.5 

118 

135 

124 

1,515 

1,447 

1,298 

Lower  Atlantic3   

34.0 

32.8 

34.0 

136 

126 

137. 

4,628 

4,148 

4,660 

Central4   

75.3 

64.4 

64.1 

88 

85 

90 

6,610 

5,496 

5,741 

5.7 

5.7 

.  5.7 

115 

110 

130 

656 

627 

741 

United  States  

127.8 

113.6 

114.3 

105 

103 

109 

13,409 

11,718 

12,440 

'Preliminary.  2  New  Jersey,  Maryland,  and  Virginia.  3  North  Mississippi,  Arkansas,  Louisiana,  and  Texas. 

Carolina,  South  Carolina,  and  Georgia.  4Tennessee,  Alabama,  Crop  Production,  annual  summary,  SRS,  USDA. 


TVS-187,  FEBRUARY  1973  19 


Table  12.— Potatoes:  Prices  f.o.b.  shipping  points  per  hundredweight,  U.S.  No.  1  grade  or 
better,  indicated  periods,  1971,  1972  and  1973 


1971-72 

1972-73 

Shipping  point  and  variety 

Mmyonihpr    1  *3 
IVUVci  i  iuci  J.O 

December  18 

January  8 

November  18 

December  16 

January  6 

D  ollors 

7~)  n  ]  //ire 
U  \J  I IUI  o 

D  ollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Maine 

Round  whites   

1.78 

1.84 

1.86 

3.20 

3.32 

4.72 

Long  Island,  New  York 

2./8 

2.56 

2.56 

4.36 

4.40 

5.36 

New  York  Upstate 

3.04 

3.00 

3.00 

4.64 

4.60 

5.94 

Michigan 

2.38 

2.40 

2.42 

4.04 

3.80 

4.50 

Wisconsin 

Round  whites   

1.60 

1.72 

1.80 

3.58 

3.50 

3.91 

Washington 

3.75 

A  OCX 

4  00 

4.25 

Colorado 

Reds  

2.70 

2.45 

2.42 

3.75 

3.75 

4.00 

Idaho 

Russets  2"  or  4  oz.  min  

3.76 

3.50 

3.60 

4.81 

5.12 

F.o.b.  prices  are  simple  averages  of  the  range  of  daily  prices  Compiled  from  Market  News  Service  reports, 

for  the  week  ended  on  indicated  date. 


Table  13.— Canned  Vegetables:  Commercial  pack  and  canners'  seasonal  supply,  shipments  to  January  1, 
stocks  January  1,  and  total  seasonal  shipments,  selected  commodities 


Commodity  and  season 

Carryover 

Pack  j 

Seasonal 
supply 

Shipments  to 
January  1 

Stocks 
January  1 

Total 
seasonal 
shipments 

MiL  cases 

Mil.  cases 

Mil.  cases 

Mil.  cases 

Mil.  cases 

Mil.  cases 

24/303's 

24/303's 

24/303's 

24/303's 

24/303's 

24/303's 

Beans,  lima 

1969-70   

1 

.3 

3.6 

4.9 

1.7 

3.4 

3.6 

1970-71   

1 

3 

2.8 

4.1 

.7 

2.6 

3.4 

1971-72   

7 

3.1 

3.8 

1.2 

2.4 

3.1 

1972-73  

7 

2.1 

2.8 

N.A. 

N.A. 

N.A. 

Beans,  snap 

1969-70  

13 

4 

47.3 

60.7 

26.7 

34.3 

49.9 

1970-71   

10 

7 

47.6 

58.3 

25.4 

31.5 

50.4 

1971-72   

8 

0 

50.0 

58.0 

32.0 

39.8 

52.6 

1972-73  

5 

9 

1  46.6 

52.5 

N.A. 

N.A. 

N.A. 

Corn,  sweet 

1969-70  

10 

3 

49.4 

59.7 

21.1 

38.6 

50.4 

1970-71   

9 

3 

47.0 

56.3 

20.2 

36.1 

49.3 

1971-72  

7 

0 

53.8 

60.8 

23.8 

37.0 

54.1 

1972-73   

6 

7 

53.0 

59.7 

N.A. 

N.A. 

N.A. 

Peas,  green 

1969-70   

8 

3 

32.1 

40.4 

20.3 

20.1 

34.1 

1970-71   

6 

3 

28.7 

35.0 

17.9 

17.1 

30.7 

1971-72   

4 

3 

33.2 

37.5 

19.2 

18.3 

33.1 

1972-73  

4 

9 

33.1 

38.0 

N.A. 

N.A. 

N.A. 

1  Does  not  include  late  fall  pack  in  Florida  and  Texas.  National  Canners  Association. 


N.A.— Not  available. 
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Table  14.— Sweetpotatoes:  Price  f.o.b.  shipping  points  and  wholesale  price  at  New  York  and  Chicago, 

indicated  periods,  1971,  1972,  and  1973 


Week  ended 

Item 

State 

1971-72 

1972-73 

Nov.  13 

Dec.  18 

Jan.  8 

Nov.  18 

Dec.  16 

Jan.  6 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

F.o.b.  shipping  points 
Porto  Rico,  cured  (U.S. 

No.  1  50  lb.  crt.)  

Porto  Rico,  cured  (crt., 

ctn.,  and  bu.  bkt.)  

S.W.  Louisiana 
Eastern  N.  Carolina 

6.00 

5.88 
4.88 

5.88 

5.62 
5.00 

5.68 
5.00 

5.62 
4.88 

Tuesday  nearest  mid-month 

1971-72 

1972-73 

Nov.  16 

Dec.  14 

Jan.  11 

Nov.  14 

Dec.  12 

Jan.  9 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Terminal  markets 
New  York 

Porto  Rico  (50  lb.  ctn.)  .... 
Chicago 

Porto  Rico,  cured 
(50  lb.  crt.)   

N.  Carolina 
Louisiana 

6.25 
7.00 

5.75 
6.75 

5.65 
6.65 

5.75 

5.75 
6.50 

5.75 
6.75 

F.o.b.  prices  are  simple  averages  of  the  range  of  daily  prices,       submitted  by  the  Market  News  Service  representative  at  each 
compiled  from  Market  News  Service  reports.  The  market  prices  market, 
are  representative  prices  for  Tuesday   of  each  week  and  are 


Table  15.— United  States  average  prices  received  by 
farmers  per  hundredweight  for  important  field  crops, 
indicated  periods,  1971  and  1972 


Commodity 

1971 
Dec.  15 

1972 

Oct.  15 

Nov.  15 

Dec.  15 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Potatoes   

1.85 

2.09 

2.37 

2.64 

Sweetpotatoes  .  .  . 

6.15 

5.26 

5.77 

6.96 

Beans,  dry  edible  . 

11.00 

9.20 

9.85 

9.98 

Peas,  dry  field  .  .  . 

3.02 

5.06 

5.30 

5.40 

Agricultural  Prices,  SRS,  USDA,  issued  monthly. 
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Table  16.— Beans,  dry  edible:  Acreage,  yield  per  acre,  and  production,  1970,  1971,  and  19721 


Harvested  acreage 

Yield  per  acre 

Production2 

States  and  Classes 

1970 

1971 

1972 

1970 

1971 

1972 

197  0 

1971 

1972 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

Pounds 

Pounds 

Pounds 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

acres 

acres 

acres 

cwt. 

cwt. 

cwt. 

Michigan  

575 

570 

615 

1 ,070 

990 

1,190 

6,153 

5,643 

7,319 

New  York  

65 

62 

36 

1,150 

1 ,280 

850 

748 

794 

306 

Northwest3   

315 

308 

372 

1,750 

1,739 

1,667 

5,514 

5,357 

6,200 

Southwest4  

280 

228 

205 

828 

869 

844 

2,318 

1,982 

1,730 

Ca  1  i  f  o  r  n  i  a 

Large  lima   

34 

25 

26 

1,640 

1,590 

1,810 

558 

398 

471 

26 

22 

18 

1,840 

1 ,820 

1,760 

478 

400 

317 

Other  

114 

101 

113 

1,430 

1,330 

1,480 

1,630 

1,343 

1,672 

Total  California  

174 

148 

157 

1,532 

1,447 

1,567 

2,666 

2,141 

2,460 

United  States  

1,409 

1,316 

1,385 

1,235 

1,209 

1,301 

17,399 

15,917 

18,015 

1  Includes  beans  grown  for  seed.  2Cleaned  basis.  3Nebraska,  Crop  Production,  annual  summary,  SRS,  USDA. 

Montana,  Idaho,  Wyoming,  Washington,  Minnesota,  and  North 
Dakota.  4Kansas,  Colorado,  New  Mexico,  and  Utah. 


Table  17.— Beans,  dry  edible:  Production  in  selected  States,  by  major  types. 
United  States,  1972  and  total  by  types  1971 


Type 

Michi- 
gan 

Idaho 

Wyo- 
ming 

Nebras- 
ka 

Wash- 
ington 

Colo- 
rado 

New 
York 

Cali- 
fornia 

Other1 

Total 

1972 

1971 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

cwt. 

cwt. 

cwt. 

cwt. 

cwt. 

cwt. 

cwt. 

cwt. 

cwt. 

cwt. 

cwt. 

Peas,  navy  

6,491 

150 

6,641 

5,022 

Great  northern   

321 

82 

1,092 

20 

1,515 

1,517 

Pinto  

143 

1,096 

423 

578 

162 

1,548 

1,323 

5,273 

4,843 

296 

41 

160 

366 

13 

876 

1,123 

Small  red  

199 

171 

1 

371 

371 

Large  lima  

471 

471 

398 

Baby  lima   

317 

317 

400 

Small  white2  

101 

296 

397 

378 

Blackeye  

801 

801 

413 

Other  

389 

479 

40 

54 

146 

209 

36 

1,353 

1,452 

U.S.  total  

7,319 

2,136 

5  05 

1,710 

488 

1,548 

306 

2,460 

1,543 

18,015 

15,917 

1  Includes  Kansas,  Minnesota,  Montana,  New  Mexico,  North  Dakota,  and  Utah.  2  Includes  flat  small  white. 
Crop  Production,  annual  summary,  SRS,  USDA. 


Table  18.— Peas,  dry  field:  Acreage,  yield  per  acre,  and  production  1970,  1971  and  19721 


State 

Harvested  acreage 

Yield  per  acre 

Production 

1970 

1971 

1972 

1970 

1971 

1972 

1970 

1971 

1972 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

Pounds 

Pounds 

Pounds 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

acres 

acres 

acres 

cwt. 

cwt. 

cwt. 

Minnesota  

7 

7 

6 

1,100 

1,600 

1,300 

77 

112 

78 

North  Dakota  ......... 

3 

3 

1 

.2 

950 

1,350 

1,500 

29 

41 

18 

Idaho  

104 

78 

50 

1,435 

1,897 

1,500 

1,492 

1,480 

750 

Washington  

133 

109 

74 

1,205 

2,020 

1,610 

1,603 

2,202 

1,191 

Oregon   

9 

9 

5.7 

3 

9 

1,150 

1,665 

1,690 

114 

95 

66 

United  States  

256 

9 

202.7 

135 

.1 

1,290 

1,939 

1,557 

3,315 

3,930 

2,103 

1  Includes  peas  grown  for  seed  and  cannery  peas  harvested  dry. 


Crop  Production,  annual  summary,  SRS,  USDA. 
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OUTLOOK  CONFERENCE  SCHEDULED  FOR  FEB.  20-22.  1973 


The  1973  National  Agricultural  Outlook 
Conference  has  been  set  for  Feb.  20 
through  22,  at  the  U.S.  Department  of 
Agriculture  in  Washington,  D.C. 

Central  theme  of  the  Conference  will  be 
"The  Future  Structure  of  Agricultural 
Production  and  Marketing."  Such  topics  as 
the  long-range  expansion  of  demand  for 
agricultural  products,  input  requirements 
of  the  food  industry,  significant  trends  in 
organization  and  control  of  the  food  and 
fiber  sector  of  the  economy,  impact  of 
environmental  developments  on  agricul- 
tural production  and  marketing,  and  future 


developments  in  the  export  market  will  be 
explored  in  depth. 

The  1973  outlook  for  U.S.  agriculture 
and  the  general  economy  will  receive 
particular  attention  at  the  Conference. 
Sessions  on  the  1973  outlook  for  major 
commodities  and  rural  family  living  will 
make  up  an  important  part  of  the 
Conference  as  usual.  The  Conference, 
sponsored  by  USDA's  Economic  Research 
Service  and  Extension  Service,  will  feature 
presentations  and  panel  discussions  by 
leading  authorities  in  agriculture  and 
business. 


OUTLOOK  73 
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